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Why Bible College? 
 
Countless biblical heroes remind us why we need to persistently 
meditate upon the Word of God:  Joshua, David, Elijah, Josiah, 
Paul, and John.  Consistently and clearly, God's people 
demonstrate that an ongoing, intimate relationship with the 
Almighty is by His design tied to continual meditation upon His 
Word.  Antithetically, God’s word demonstrates a dark warning for 
those who disregard God's Word. Consider Korah, Ahab, 
Jehoiakim, Hananiah, and Judas Iscariot. 
 

The modern Christian sees both extremes: the example of faithful servants who have 
demonstrated a close walk with their Lord and Savior, as well as the broken testimony of those 
who have not.  New Englanders face many obstacles in a society that is increasingly secular, 
where churches are fiercely independent and often of a liberal theological persuasion.  
Christians are challenged on all sides.  Those who do seek to apply the Bible to every life 
situation need to know it well. 
 
Many Christians will spend years developing their intellect at secular or even fiercely anti-biblical 
institutions, but will never seek to counter this with collegiate biblical training.  Too frequently a 
Christian examines humanist philosophy, Darwinian evolutionary theory, and Freudian 
psychology, but doesn’t consider God’s truth except during Sunday morning sermons and the 
occasional Wednesday night Bible study.   
 
For this day, and for this reason, New England Bible College exists.  NEBC trains New England 
Christians for ministry locally and worldwide.  The curriculum is focused on the inspired Word of 
God and designed to instill a biblical Christian worldview that will help students sustain a 
lifelong, intimate relationship with their Lord.  In obedience to the Great Commission, NEBC 
equips students to communicate God's Word to the churches of New England, and to the 
people of varying faiths and philosophies in our  modern society. 
 
New England Bible College challenges students, young and old, with solid, intellectually 
intensive, biblical studies in a college environment.  NEBC seeks to engage the current culture, 
as well as cultivate the Christian worldview through a Scripture-centered curriculum.  In the 
modern world, where education remains a core financial, intellectual, and political component of 
society, biblical studies deserve no less consideration. 



Year End Events 2005 
 

If you were unable to attend our year end events, the following brief account will fill you in.  We hope 
you will all be able to join us next year. 
 

Hono rs Banqu et 
 

The 2005 Honors Banquet was an exciting time of student testimonies, food, and 
fellowship.  Graduates had the opportunity to reflect upon their NEBC experience, 
as well as their future plans.  Nathan Colson shared from his experiences at 
NEBC while continuing his pastorate at Turner Village, Maine.  Olaf van de 
Klashorst and Kristen Clement, who were married May 21st, will be going to 
Chicago for seminary studies.  Jason Vigue will graduate to his first full-time 
ministry position as senior pastor of Shapleigh Baptist Church.  Don Coldwell, Jr. 
is candidating to serve as a youth pastor, while Gerard Picard continues to serve 
at Oak Hill Christian Church in Scarborough, Maine.   
 

The board of trustees paid special tribute to Bonnie Helms and Annetta 
Harmon.  For ten years, Bonnie has been our Instructor of all things 
related to grammar, writing and literature, recently adding the 
Fundamentals of Oral Communication to her teaching load.  Bonnie has 
already retired once, from public school teaching. Now she is retiring 
from NEBC to teach Literature at Greater Portland Christian School.   
 
Annetta Harmon has been a faithful member of NEBC's office staff since 
the days when her husband, the late Rev. Ted Harmon, was an adjunct 

professor here.  Throughout the years, this newsletter, along with countless correspondences, have 
passed through her devoted hands.  Retirement from the pastorate brought the Harmons our way,  
but now it is time for Annetta to move closer to her children.  Her cheerful service will be missed. 

 
Graduation 

 

NEBC's 2005 Graduation Ceremony filled FBC South Portland's sanctuary 
to near capacity.  Between our six graduates, nine Bible Certificate 
recipients, faculty, administration, family, and friends, both the ceremony 
itself and the reception following were packed with those looking to 
recognize the work and dedication of the graduating class.  
 
Bill Blount, our commencement speaker, gave the graduates an earnest 
global challenge.  He colored his message with audio clips from Christians 

across the world who have been savagely persecuted for their faith.  
This was a sobering reminder of the future that some of our 
graduates may have been preparing for at NEBC. 
 
In addition to receiving a B.S. or B.A., degree graduates were also 
awarded a servant's towel to celebrate their  preparation for a 
lifetime of study and service.  Please continue to keep our graduates 
in prayer.  Some are facing intense transitions in the near future. All 
of them earnestly desire to serve the church and grow in Christ daily. �
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