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New England Bible College’s re-
action to the changing commu-
nities in southern Maine was the 
theme for our third annual devel-
opment banquet at Events on 
Broadway in South Portland on 
August 26.   
 
Alumni, faculty, students, trus-
tees, and many friends of the 
college considered how Port-
land, as a resettlement city, has 
undergone some significant 
demographic changes. In the 
Portland school district alone, 
over 60 different languages are 
spoken among students from 
nearly 50 countries.  Portland's 

multilingual community has 
grown exponentially and be-
come increasingly more diverse.  
This has impacted the Bible Col-
lege and its affiliate, the Portland 
Bible Training Institute, in a big 
way! 
 
Greater Portland now has over 
twenty ethnic and multi-ethnic 
churches looking for solid Bibli-
cal education, leadership train-
ing, pastoral support, and church 
planting assistance.  NEBC can 
be a major player in providing 
these resources.  President Fran-
cis reported how the college 
must face the unique needs of 

our new applicants from these 
communities and craft programs 
that will assist with their specific 
educational challenges.  
 
Testimonies from Rose Anthony,  
from Sudan, and Ruben Ru-
ganza pastor of a Rwandese fel-
lowship in Portland, illustrated 
the above points.  Both have 
been students in the Portland 
Bible Training Institute program.  
Rose now joins five other African 
immigrants  in fall classes at 
NEBC.         (Vision, continued on p. 2) 
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Fifty-nine Students Follow God’s Call 
 

Fall 2011 has brought many new faces 
to NEBC!  Representing a variety of 
backgrounds and experiences, many 
new students are Maine residents - 
from Bar Harbor to Lovell and Shap-
leigh to Jay. Others have come to 
Maine from Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
and Dominican Republic.  Most of the 
latter group have completed course 
work both in their countries of origin 
and at the Portland Bible Training In-
stitute. 
 

 
 

 

An increase in student population 
represents a growth trend at the col-
lege.  Eleven students are enrolled in 
degree or certificate programs and 
include new freshmen as well as 
transfers from other colleges and uni-
versities.  Ten more are taking credit 
or audit classes for personal enrich-
ment, but are not enrolled in a degree 
program.  A total of 59 people, both 
new and returning, are registered for 
classes this fall.    

(Students, continued on p. 2) 
 

CEF Inspires Students 
 

Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) has 
provided excellent training and ser-
vice opportunities for NEBC students.   
Kevin Lambertson and Jennifer Her-
bert have recently been accepted as 
CEF missionary candidates for the 
Southern Maine Chapter.  After 
graduation, their goal is to serve with 
CEF.   Matthew Beaudette plans to 
work in youth ministry, and his ex-
perience with CEF has been invalu-
ŀōƭŜΦ  ά{ŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
lost has changed the way I walk with 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ  Other current students that 
have served with CEF include Richard 
LeBlanc and Susanna Sherburne.  



 

 

Four part-time faculty began teach-
ing courses recently, providing a 
wealth of practical experience and 
depth of knowledge.  
 
Mr. Keith Burns, MSW, graduated 
from the University of Maine and 
attended Glen Cove Bible College 
before earning his masters degree at 
the University of New England.  He 
is currently the President of Glen 
Cove Bible College Alumni Fellow-
ship.  
 
Rev. David Karn is the pastor of Bi-
ble Baptist Church in Saco, and re-
ceived both his BS and MS in Bible at 
Philadelphia Biblical University.  He 
is a student in the D.Min. program 
at Gordon-Conwell Seminary. 

Rev. Lawum Kayumba earned an  
ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
degrees at the Kinshasa Evangelical 
School of Theology, the Bangui 
Evangelical School of Theology, and 
the School of Theology at the Uni-
versity of Natal, respectively.  Before 
having to leave Africa, he was a  
PHD student at University of Natal, 
South Africa.  Pastor Kayumba leads 
the Disciples International Christian 
Church in South Portland.   
 
Rev. Sam Richards is pastor of East 
Winthrop Baptist Church.  He is a 
graduate of Bates College and re-
ceived both an M.Litt and M.A.  
from the University of Oxford 
(Mansfield College). 

(Vision, continued from front) 
 

Rev. Lawum Kayumba, a native of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, was 
also in attendance. One of our new-
est adjunct faculty, Rev. Kayumba 
began teaching Greek Tools this se-
mester. 
 

Building on the theme of Extending 
the Vision, keynote speaker Dr. Chris 
Gnanakan, Director of Outreach to 
Asian Nationals (OTAN), challenged 
the audience to think globally as we 
educate locally.  His message encour-
aged the entire NEBC family to em-
brace the vision that is being ex-
tended far beyond previous bounda-
ries.  With accreditation getting 
closer and enrollment on the in-
crease, New England Bible College is 
positioned to become a greater force 
in Great Commission ministries!   

We wish to thank all those who have 
committed to partner with us finan-
ŎƛŀƭƭȅΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ 
grace, allow us to extend the vision! 

 
(Students, continued from front) 
 

 Our students are ministry-minded, 
and have a strong desire to grow in 
faith, knowledge and service.  Sev-
eral common goals have been ex-
pressed by incoming students in pur-
suing higher education at NEBC.  
One reflected the foremost desire of 
many of those at NEBC by stating, άL 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 
that I can only get from the teaching 
ƻŦ ŀ .ƛōƭŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦέ   
 

Another sees biblical education as a 
faith response to God. άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
Lord is calling me to New England  
 

Bible College, and I am trusting in 
IƛƳ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ   
 

Other students have chosen NEBC to 
be equipped for a life calling of voca-
tional ministry. These men and 
women perceive biblical education 
as an integral part of their prepara-
tion.  άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ 
and think it is best [to begin] at a Bi-
ōƭŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦέ  άDƻŘ ώƘŀǎ ōŜŜƴϐ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ 
me to be a missionary. I am excited to 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƛŜƭŘΦέ    άaȅ 
purpose for attending New England 
Bible College is to enhance my theo-
logical understanding and prepare 
ŦƻǊ Φ Φ Φ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦέ   
 

 

One Voice, a publication of New England Bible College, exists to inform of opportunities to grow and serve through NEBC, to unite the alumni of 

both Glen Cove and NEBC, and to promote a vision for biblical higher education in New England.  Please send alumni news, prayer requests, or com-
ments to 1voice@nebc.edu. 

   

New England Bible College exists to partner with local churches in preparing students for service to God  
through Great Commission ministry.  

 

New England Bible College admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
and ethnic origin in admissions, financial aid, scholarship and loan programs, granting of rights and privileges, educational programs, policies and pro-
cedures, or extra-curricular programs or activities. 

Adjunct Faculty Enrich NEBC Staff Alumni Updates Needed  

The alumni updates link on the 
NEBC webpage has recently been 
improved.  If you graduated from 
NEBC or GCBC, we would appreci-
ate getting updated information 
from you.  There is now space to 
indicate your current ministry or 
work as well as college or graduate 
degrees you might have completed 
after leaving NEBC or GCBC.  This 
type of information will help us to 
document how our graduates are 
using their education.  

Alumni Matt Thomas and Rebekah Dubay 



 
 

NEBC Family Page 

 

Current student Kendra Miller 
spent the summer in Haiti at King-
dom of Kids Orphanage, or Wayon 
¢ƛƳƻǳƴ ƛƴ /ǊŜƻƭƻΦ  {ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άL 

was really excited to see God work-
ing through the neighborhood, kids 
in KKO and me.  I know that one 
person was brought to Christ.  The 
poverty level was really hard to be a 
part of, but it sparked my desire to 
go back and do more.  Thank you to 
everyone who supported me with 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦέ  

 
NEBC junior Albert Barnes 
spent a week in Ahktyrka, 
Russia at a farm for recover-
ing addicts and ex-convicts.  
There they follow a strict 
schedule of work and Bible 
study.  The goal is that after 
a year at the farm the men 
would find a local church and 

continue in the faith.  The Russian-
led ministry has about a 70% suc-
cess rate.  Albert helped build a roof 
on a room connected to the main 
building to provide more space, 
along with other miscellaneous 
jobs.   

 

Scholarships Aid Many 
 
Through the generosity of NEBC 
friends and donors, many students can 
receive tuition assistance and scholar-
ships.  Eleven students are currently 
benefiting from financial assistance 
from the Jack and Edna Christensen 
Tuition Assistance Fund.   
 
Stephen writes, òI thank God for your 
desire to see the Gospel furthered in 
New England through the support of 
students like me.ó  Jamie adds, òit is by 
the great generosity of people like 
you that [I] can continue to attend 
school.ó 
 
The following were also awarded to 
one student each: the International 
Student Scholarship, the Deacon Wil-
liam Cummings Scholarship, and the 
St. Lawrence Scholarship.  In addition, 
other programs offer financial assis-
tance to qualifying students.  For fur-
ther information, contact Rae Jean 
Webber, rjwebber@nebc.edu.   

 
The NEBC study trip to Israel 

this January, 2012,  

has thirty participants!  

 

 

Nathan E. Ewer, 1946τ2011 
We, along with many from the northern New England 
Christian community, were shocked by the news that 
our good friend, Nate Ewer,  passed away in his sleep 
at home in Glenburn, Maine on August 3. 
 

After his retirement as a kitchen designer, Nate served 
as director of Inter-Church Ministries.  He  worked with 

more than 400 rural churches in New England, supplying preachers and 
helping to place pastors. His unflinching biblical conviction combined 
with a genuinely friendly spirit served him well in a region where the 
need for finding solid Bible preachers is so great. 
 

Nate and Betty frequently attended  NEBC events, and Nate occasionally 
ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŎƘŀǇŜƭǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ .Ŝǘǘȅ 
and the extended Ewer family as they adjust to this great loss. 
 

Maurice John Bertram 
was born on July 8, 2011 to current stu-
dent Mike Bertram and his wife Erica.  
Maurice joins big sister  Clara, age two.   
 
  

Do you have news?  Please send 

deta i ls  and p ictures to 

1voice@nebc.edu .   

 
 



A Note from the Presidenté 
We have an important deadline to meet this fall.  By November 1, we 

must submit our ñself- studyò documents to the Association for Biblical 

Higher Education.  This is the culmination of three years of rigorous self -

assessment and documentation to be reviewed by the accreditation 

commission, hopefully ending in the granting of ñcandidateò status early 

in 2013.  Yes, this seems like a long process, but there are no short cuts to take when 

working with a legitimate accrediting agency.  We appreciate your prayers as we move 

through the stages of assessment and improvement.  This is truly Kingdom work and we 

thank you for your support!  
 

  By His Grace,  

 

 

  Rev. Richard H. Francis, President       

 

New England Bible College - PO Box 2886 -  South Portland, ME 04106 

 

(207) 799-5979 -  1(800) 286-1859 - www.nebc.edu - info@nebc.edu 

Donôt miss outðregister now for Spring classes beginning in January. 

www.nebc.edu 
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